
Feb. 18, 2025 

Dear Superintendents and BOCES Directors, 

For today’s update, I am sharing: 

• Feb. 14 US Department of Education “Dear Colleague” Letter  

• Council of Chief State Schools Officers (CCSSO) Update on RELs and Equity 
Assistance Centers 

• CCSSO information on Department of Homeland Security Directive on Sensitive 
Locations and Protected Areas 

Feb. 14 US Department of Education “Dear Colleague” Letter  

The US Department of Education released a “Dear Colleague” letter last week intended to 
“clarify and reaffirm the nondiscrimination obligations of schools and other entities that 
receive federal financial assistance from the United States Department of Education.” In 
case you missed it, Chalkbeat released an article that summarizes the new Dear Colleague 
letter well.  

As always, please confer with your legal counsel regarding any steps that should be taken 
in response. 

CCSSO Update on RELs and Equity Assistance Centers 

We received the following updates from the Council of Chief State School Officers 
(CCSSO) on Friday, Feb. 14:  

On Feb. 13, the U.S. Department of Education announced it has cancelled over $350 
million in contracts and grants to Regional Educational Laboratories and Equity Assistance 
Centers. The Department terminated 10 contracts totaling $336 million with the Regional 
Educational Laboratories…According to the news release, ED “plans to enter into new 
contracts that will satisfy the statutory requirements, improve student learning, and better 
serve school districts, State Departments of Education, and other education 
stakeholders.”  

CCSSO information on Department of Homeland Security Directive on Sensitive 
Locations and Protected Areas  

Friday’s update from CCSSO also included the following: 

Last month, the Acting Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) rescinded 
federal guidance that deemed schools a “sensitive location” or “protected area” federal 
immigration authorities should avoid or must obtain prior approval before conducting 
immigration activities. (See 2021 guidance here.) DHS issued a statement on the directive 
here. As a reminder, the previous Administration released a Dear Colleague letter on 
Resources for Ensuring Equal Access to Education for Immigrant Students on January 8, 
2025. 

We will share an update again on Thursday afternoon.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ed.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2Fdear-colleague-letter-sffa-v-harvard-109506.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CGebhart_M%40cde.state.co.us%7Cddf315ca86b44567025308dd50fcbccd%7Ca751cfc81f9a4edb83709f1c6d4bea5a%7C0%7C0%7C638755768615779755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eE72JUhzZCQ%2BBgvTHBO21%2FVifDLe2vDXnZ6BFQPfek0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chalkbeat.org%2F2025%2F02%2F17%2Ftrump-education-department-targets-diversity-civil-rights-violation%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGebhart_M%40cde.state.co.us%7Cddf315ca86b44567025308dd50fcbccd%7Ca751cfc81f9a4edb83709f1c6d4bea5a%7C0%7C0%7C638755768615796179%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Yx%2BQG41nDZpXOeNcuomj0KhfDPUWqj%2Fy44mRxi8Cpl0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccsso.glueup.com%2Ftrack%2Frd%3Ftype%3Dcampaign%26lid%3D10%26tracking_id%3D6781%3A351444%3A1323e551-5f59-4822-a700-2f8e05f0ce58%26redirect_url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.dhs.gov%252Fsites%252Fdefault%252Ffiles%252Fpublications%252F21_1027_opa_guidelines-enforcement-actions-in-near-protected-areas.pdf%26ts%3D1739566423%26ps%3DcXE2WjVVRHpQMHQzak5OVVhMZzFUWVl0MThDSDhTNEhlQTJDMysydmFFeHdPMlB6cXAxaUYrZEY5VVdRc0xRRjRkMmc5YUVTdkgzdGZvTVZwWjhGVkp6bUFMT2hRUDhZaHNqMTNPMDJHTlBDZUxRR1FGQ0tpcVVCaSs3L3hSMFNLa3pDNzZuc1p1bVRCcFNlb1NhbXhJL1JWNnVmdGlTWktuUlRHU2RaUjVoRGhMRnMvZE1CVVdxTzlIQTJmQmtB&data=05%7C02%7CGebhart_M%40cde.state.co.us%7Cddf315ca86b44567025308dd50fcbccd%7Ca751cfc81f9a4edb83709f1c6d4bea5a%7C0%7C0%7C638755768615813055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B2TXkFtscQPyp3zd2Hj5N805gT4LyiW%2FMJrTlI6r5mI%3D&reserved=0
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